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GeographyGeography



GeographyGeography
�� LocationLocation :  Centre of Africa, 3:  Centre of Africa, 3rdrd largest country in Africalargest country in Africa

�� BordersBorders : Central African Republic, Sudan, Uganda, Rwanda, : Central African Republic, Sudan, Uganda, Rwanda, 

Burundi, Tanzania, Zambia, Angola and the Congo RepublicBurundi, Tanzania, Zambia, Angola and the Congo Republic

�� CapitalCapital : Kinshasa: Kinshasa

Land areaLand area :: 875,520 sq meters (2,267,599 sq km)875,520 sq meters (2,267,599 sq km)�� Land areaLand area :: 875,520 sq meters (2,267,599 sq km)875,520 sq meters (2,267,599 sq km)

�� Total areaTotal area :: 905,568 sq meters (2,345,410 sq km)905,568 sq meters (2,345,410 sq km)

�� PopulationPopulation : 62,660,551 (growth rate: 3.1%): 62,660,551 (growth rate: 3.1%)

�� Ethnic groupsEthnic groups: over 200 groups: over 200 groups

�� Climate Climate : : -- North & West: Hot and HumidNorth & West: Hot and Humid

-- South Central & East: Cooler and drierSouth Central & East: Cooler and drier



HistoryHistory

�� Early historyEarly history

�� ColonizationColonization

* Stanley (1867* Stanley (1867––1885) = 120 years Dehumanization and crimes1885) = 120 years Dehumanization and crimes

�� Congo Free StateCongo Free State

* Leopold II (1885* Leopold II (1885––1908) = 23 years Dehumanization and 1908) = 23 years Dehumanization and * Leopold II (1885* Leopold II (1885––1908) = 23 years Dehumanization and 1908) = 23 years Dehumanization and 
crimescrimes

�� Belgian CongoBelgian Congo

* (1908* (1908––1960) = 58 years Dehumanization and crimes1960) = 58 years Dehumanization and crimes

�� Congo CrisisCongo Crisis

* First Republic (1960* First Republic (1960––1965)  = 5 years1965)  = 5 years



History: when the government History: when the government 
changes , changes , thethe law and flags changelaw and flags change

* * Zaire (1965Zaire (1965––1996)  : Mobutu dictatorship regime  1996)  : Mobutu dictatorship regime  -- 32 years32 years

* First Congo War (1996* First Congo War (1996––1998):  Kabila's rise 1998):  Kabila's rise -- 2 years 2 years 

* Second Congo War (1998* Second Congo War (1998––2003) : Africa's Great War2003) : Africa's Great War-- 5 years5 years

* Transitional government (2003* Transitional government (2003––2006) towards unity 2006) towards unity -- 3years3years* Transitional government (2003* Transitional government (2003––2006) towards unity 2006) towards unity -- 3years3years

N, B, No law, no justice, no freedom,= N, B, No law, no justice, no freedom,= ditatorshipditatorship



EconomyEconomy
Industry
Mining:     4Mining:     4thth largest producer of industrial diamonds during largest producer of industrial diamonds during 
the 1980’s,  Coltan, Copper, Cobalt, Diamonds, Goldthe 1980’s,  Coltan, Copper, Cobalt, Diamonds, Gold

AgricultureAgriculture
Up to 1996 agriculture employed 66% of the work forceUp to 1996 agriculture employed 66% of the work force

Cassava, plantains, maize, groundnuts, rice, Coffee, sugar, Cassava, plantains, maize, groundnuts, rice, Coffee, sugar, 
palm oil, rubber, tea, quinine,  palm oil, bananas, root crops, palm oil, rubber, tea, quinine,  palm oil, bananas, root crops, 
corn, fruits, cocoa, tea, rubber, cotton  corn, fruits, cocoa, tea, rubber, cotton  



Presidents of  DRCPresidents of  DRC
Kasavubu Kasavubu –– Mobutu Mobutu –– Kabila Kabila -- Kabila Kabila -- LumumbaLumumba



EducationEducation
�� Education is largely dependant on missionary schoolsEducation is largely dependant on missionary schools

�� 47 % of primary school47 % of primary school--age children attended school age children attended school 

in 1998in 1998––19991999

�� 4 universities, colleges and technical institutes (for 62 4 universities, colleges and technical institutes (for 62 4 universities, colleges and technical institutes (for 62 4 universities, colleges and technical institutes (for 62 

million people)million people)



�� RELIGIONRELIGION :: Roman Catholic 50% Roman Catholic 50% -- Protestant 20% Protestant 20% -- Indigenous Indigenous 

traditional beliefs:11.5% traditional beliefs:11.5% -- Indigenous Christianity:13.5%, followers Indigenous Christianity:13.5%, followers 

of Kimbanguism (13%), Islam: 1.5%, Jews and Hindusof Kimbanguism (13%), Islam: 1.5%, Jews and Hindus

�� LANGUAGES:  LANGUAGES:  Lingala, Tshiluba, Kiswahili, Kikongo, French is Lingala, Tshiluba, Kiswahili, Kikongo, French is 

CULTURECULTURE

�� LANGUAGES:  LANGUAGES:  Lingala, Tshiluba, Kiswahili, Kikongo, French is Lingala, Tshiluba, Kiswahili, Kikongo, French is 

the official language and principal business language, 700 languages the official language and principal business language, 700 languages 
and local dialects.and local dialects.

�� MUSIC & DANCE: MUSIC & DANCE: Music from Kinshasa, Traditional music, Music from Kinshasa, Traditional music, 
Wide variety of traditional and modern dancesWide variety of traditional and modern dances



Community EthicsCommunity Ethics

Congolese ethics  is based on Ethics of CommunityCongolese ethics  is based on Ethics of Community

“ “ Individual defined as a member of  a social groups to Individual defined as a member of  a social groups to 

which they have commitment and obligations, the which they have commitment and obligations, the which they have commitment and obligations, the which they have commitment and obligations, the 

responsibilities of roles in the family in the community, responsibilities of roles in the family in the community, 

and other groups are the basis of one’s moral and other groups are the basis of one’s moral 

judgments”judgments”



Ethnic GroupsEthnic Groups

�� More than 250 ethnic groupsMore than 250 ethnic groups

�� About 80% are About 80% are Bantu Bantu --speaking peoples who speaking peoples who 

migrated  around 300 BCmigrated  around 300 BCmigrated  around 300 BCmigrated  around 300 BC

�� Lunda, Luba, Kuba, Bakongo (Kongo), Mongo, Lunda, Luba, Kuba, Bakongo (Kongo), Mongo, 

Mangbetu and AzandeMangbetu and Azande



Traditional beliefTraditional belief

�� FetishesFetishes-- supernaturally empowered objects which can supernaturally empowered objects which can 
help or hinder help or hinder 

�� Diviners, witches, dream interpreters and healersDiviners, witches, dream interpreters and healers

�� Ceremonies and collective prayers to ancestors, nature Ceremonies and collective prayers to ancestors, nature 
spirits and the creator spirits and the creator 

�� Belief in Witchcraft is also commonBelief in Witchcraft is also common



Values and traditionValues and tradition

�� More than 250 ethnic groupsMore than 250 ethnic groups

�� Methods of solving problems must be based on traditional Methods of solving problems must be based on traditional 
practices. practices. 

�� Good children treat their elders with utmost respect and Good children treat their elders with utmost respect and 
perform chores without complaint.perform chores without complaint.

�� Whatever elders command is adhered to unconditionally, out Whatever elders command is adhered to unconditionally, out 
of respect.of respect.

�� A breakdown in communication between the elders and the A breakdown in communication between the elders and the 
youth contributes to the development of conflicting values in youth contributes to the development of conflicting values in 
a society and invites the emergence of rebellious youtha society and invites the emergence of rebellious youth

�� When someone falls ill, the whole community works When someone falls ill, the whole community works 
together to help the patient.together to help the patient.



FamilyFamily
�� Families are both Nuclear and ExtendedFamilies are both Nuclear and Extended

�� The cultural values and traditions of a family determines:The cultural values and traditions of a family determines:

* Family members’ understanding of their roles and responsibilities* Family members’ understanding of their roles and responsibilities

* It influences how family members relate to one another* It influences how family members relate to one another

* How decisions are made and how connected family members are * How decisions are made and how connected family members are * How decisions are made and how connected family members are * How decisions are made and how connected family members are 

to sources of support within a communityto sources of support within a community

* Concept of nephew, cousin and niece are not commonly used* Concept of nephew, cousin and niece are not commonly used

�� Expectations: Grown up children to support elders (financial and Expectations: Grown up children to support elders (financial and 

emotional)emotional)



Extended familyExtended family



* * MoambéMoambé:  spicy stew of peanuts, palm oil, and :  spicy stew of peanuts, palm oil, and 

chicken served with yams, native loso rice or chicken served with yams, native loso rice or 

FOODFOOD

fufu, a paste of mashed manioc (cassava)fufu, a paste of mashed manioc (cassava)

* Diet also consists of sweet potatoes, bananas, * Diet also consists of sweet potatoes, bananas, 

plantains, fruits, and fish particularly perchplantains, fruits, and fish particularly perch



Traditional Dress: Traditional Dress: RaffiaRaffia and and Bark (Ceremony or rituals) Bark (Ceremony or rituals) 

*Women: *Women: printed cloth, together with a handkerchief to dress their printed cloth, together with a handkerchief to dress their 

hairhair

DRESSDRESS

* Men: * Men: Patterned shirts worn over trousers or westernPatterned shirts worn over trousers or western--style suits style suits 

In the 1970s Mobutu banned suits and ties in favor of theIn the 1970s Mobutu banned suits and ties in favor of theabascost abascost a a 

light shortlight short--sleeved shirtsleeved shirt



Migration IssuesMigration Issues
United Nations ConventionUnited Nations Convention1951 for refugees has 3 durable 1951 for refugees has 3 durable 

solutions:solutions:

�� RepatriationRepatriation

�� IntegrationIntegration

Resettlement In other countryResettlement In other country�� Resettlement In other countryResettlement In other country

In many cases Congolese migrants are granted refugee status In many cases Congolese migrants are granted refugee status 
by the UNHCR and have been resettled to Australiaby the UNHCR and have been resettled to Australia



Refugee plightRefugee plight

-- Trauma of warTrauma of war

-- PersecutionPersecution

-- humiliation humiliation 

-- RapeRape

-- Loss of everything, dignity, Loss of everything, dignity, 
humanity, loss sense of humanity, loss sense of 
belonging to a communitybelonging to a community

Fled home country for a  safer place, experienced:Fled home country for a  safer place, experienced:

RapeRape

-- ViolenceViolence

-- HarassmentHarassment

-- FearFear

-- HopelessnessHopelessness

-- No educationNo education

-- No medicineNo medicine



Refugees in AustraliaRefugees in Australia
�� A refugee has lost a sense of connectionA refugee has lost a sense of connection::

�� to self, others and natureto self, others and nature

�� to the vision and hopes for the futureto the vision and hopes for the future

�� to God and the meaning in lifeto God and the meaning in life

�� to the sacred, innermost core of one’s soul as a human to the sacred, innermost core of one’s soul as a human 
essenceessence

This is the reason why I planted the new life This is the reason why I planted the new life �� This is the reason why I planted the new life This is the reason why I planted the new life 
Community ChurchCommunity Church

�� Loss of belonging to:Loss of belonging to:

•• FamilyFamily

•• SocioSocio--cultural networkcultural network

•• IdentityIdentity

•• The communityThe community



NeedsNeeds
�� Refugees have the responsibility to ensure that they Refugees have the responsibility to ensure that they 

are successful in integrating into Australian societyare successful in integrating into Australian society

but  need support to meet their basic needs:but  need support to meet their basic needs:
* Access services* Access services

* Socialization* Socialization* Socialization* Socialization

* Relationships with main stream and ethnic * Relationships with main stream and ethnic communitiecommunitie

Avoid refugee stereotypes Avoid refugee stereotypes 



Congolese community in Congolese community in 
QueenslandQueensland

�� 30 families in Brisbane 150 including men , 30 families in Brisbane 150 including men , 
women and childrenwomen and children

�� 55 families in Logan : 200 including men, 55 families in Logan : 200 including men, 
women and children. women and children. women and children. women and children. 

�� We don’t have information for migrants We don’t have information for migrants 
outside of Logan and Brisbaneoutside of Logan and Brisbane



Refugees IssuesRefugees Issues

�� Poor language skills Poor language skills 

�� Social isolationSocial isolation

�� Different cultureDifferent culture

�� Some have seen the light, stove and computer Some have seen the light, stove and computer �� Some have seen the light, stove and computer Some have seen the light, stove and computer 
for the first time here in Australiafor the first time here in Australia

�� Many are nonMany are non--accompanied children, singles, accompanied children, singles, 

single mothers and single fatherssingle mothers and single fathers



�� Fear for police by parentsFear for police by parents
�� Lack of coLack of co--operation with police.operation with police.
�� Lack of confidenceLack of confidence

Issues that Police may be Issues that Police may be 
confronted with confronted with 

�� Stereotypes by policeStereotypes by police
�� In Congo if you see a police, just run away.In Congo if you see a police, just run away.
�� Overgeneration, if a Congolese commits a Overgeneration, if a Congolese commits a 

crime, all the Congolese have committedcrime, all the Congolese have committed
�� Police needs to coPolice needs to co--operation with communityoperation with community



Congolese Support agencies Congolese Support agencies 

�� MDAMDA
�� ACCESSACCESS
�� MultilinkMultilink
�� ECCQECCQ
�� RAILSRAILS
�� QPASTTQPASTT
�� AnglicareAnglicare
�� Community Community centrescentres: : InalaInala, Acacia Ridge, Etc, Acacia Ridge, Etc



You can assist … You can assist … 

�� By working with them to access servicesBy working with them to access services

�� Provide support and help them overcome barriers Provide support and help them overcome barriers 
that may prevent them from participating in the that may prevent them from participating in the 
Australian communityAustralian communityAustralian communityAustralian community

�� This creates a framework where refugee feels This creates a framework where refugee feels 
connected, accepted and lovedconnected, accepted and loved



Women’s Clothing Women’s Clothing 



Life in CongoLife in Congo



Life in D.R. CongoLife in D.R. Congo



Child soldiers in DRC.Child soldiers in DRC.





Single mothersSingle mothers



Police in CongoPolice in Congo





Police cont.Police cont.



The Refugee JourneyThe Refugee Journey



Any Questions?Any Questions?


